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Irish Forest Owners

OUTDOOR LOG CHRISTMAS CHAIN OF GOODWILL

SIS (AL, When we think of a Christmas chain, it brings back
SHERLOGS CRAFT memories of making a paper chain in school and putting it
TIMBER YARD up in our classroom. This Christmas chain is of goodwill
which involves donating time and resources to a charity. As
a group of forest owners, we appreciate the importance of

being outdoors and what that does for your mental well-
being. Even more so for students, the importance of
learning outdoors is so good for their general health. As a
former lecturer in Teagasc Agricultural College, | often took
my forestry students outside for classes. The students
loved learning outdoors, they seemed more alert and
interactive. However, carrying chairs outside and returning
them back to the classroom was not ideal. To have
permanent seats outside would be a much better option,
however with budgets tight and resources stretched, how
could permanent all weather outdoor seats for students
become a reality?

THE SEATS:
Goodwill around Christmas time is abundant in Ireland,

especially among forest owners. Sometimes it is just a matter of
reaching out to the right people for a goodwill story to begin.

While the IFO (https://irishforestowners.com/) were happy to
_ help organise the set-up of an outdoor classroom for the
Sorin (Sherlogs) and Dave (Tech) forestry unit at Teagasc Agricultural College, we could not do it

loading the log Sests in the timber alone. Although the raw material was not a problem for many of
yard.

our forest owners, the cutting and drying of that material would
have to be done by another entity. One of our members from the
NEFG (North East Forestry Group), John Sherlock, has a sawmilling business called “Sherlogs”
(https://sherlogs.ie/) in Navan, Co. Meath. | contacted John by phone and he immediately said yes to
supplying the log seats for the outdoor classroom. Everything has a cost and timber is not a cheap
product, so this was a very generous donation to the Forestry Unit of Ballyhaise College. John
supplied 25 cut-to-size and air-dried round log seats to make this outdoor classroom a reality. Sorin
(Sherlogs) helped Dave (Tech) to load the logs into the Tech van.



https://irishforestowners.com/
https://sherlogs.ie/

TRANSPORT AND DELIVERY:

However, the next problem was transportation and delivery. As timber is a large bulky product, the
cost of transportation and loading can sometimes outweigh the cost of the product. Our next player in
this chain of goodwill is a catering engineer, Dave Murphy. Dave works for a refrigeration company
called “Tech refrigeration and air conditioning” (https://www.techrefrigeration.com/) in Blanchardstown,

Dublin 15. Tech supplied a van and fuel to help make this outdoor classroom a reality. Another

generous donation of time and money as
not alone was Tech supplying the van, their
engineer, Dave, would also supply his time
over a weekend to do the delivery in person.

Now, the chain of goodwill and generosity
was growing. From a simple idea to create
an outdoor classroom to the reality of
Forestry students doing their study outside.

Dave Murphy (Tech engineer) delivering log seats for charity.
AN OUTDOOR CLASSROOM FOR FORESTRY STUDENTS:

For my part, Linda Coghlan (IFO National coordinator), it was a real pleasure to organise this right
from the idea stage to the actual delivery of the seats to the college. | want to thank the players in the
chain of goodwill, but especially Marianne Lyons (Vice Principal, Teagasc Agricultural College,
Ballyhaise, Co. Cavan), who for over 20 years has been a champion for forestry students. | hope the
Forestry students in Ballyhaise College will enjoy using their new log seats. Another small step in our
sustainability journey! Not matter how bad the weather is in Ireland, just don on appropriate clothing
and explore the outdoors. As they say, a walk in nature walks the soul back home. Find events for
2026 on our website and Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/irish_forest _owners/?hl=en).

Merry Christmas 2025

| and

from the
IFO

(Irish Forest Owners).

Linda (IFQ) trying out the new outdoor classroom log seats (very comfortable).
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