
WEBINAR & AGM

27th March 2024

WELCOME



8.00pm Meeting opened by Nicholas Sweetman, Chairperson, IFO

8.05pm Guest Speaker: Prof. Áine Ní Dhubháin

University College Dublin

Barriers to participation in Forest Owner Organisations and Forestry Knowledge Transfer Events

8.30pm Q&A

8.35pm Guest Speaker: Luke Dowd

AdaptForRes project

Carbon Dynamics in Irish Forests

9.00pm Q&A

9.15pm IFO AGM

9.35pm AOB

9.45pm Meeting End 



Secretary’s Report



IFO steering group members

Member group Steering group member

Donegal Woodland Owners Society Charlie Doherty

Irish Wood Producers Nicholas Sweetman

Laois Farm Forestry Group Michael McEvoy

North East Forestry Group
John Sherlock

Derek McCabe

North Midlands Farm Forestry Group Olive Leavy

Vincent Nally

Offaly Farm Forestry Group
Ann McIntyre

Murt Connor

Waterford Forest Owner Group Tom Hickey

Wicklow Private Woodland Owners Sean Eustace



National Forestry

New Forestry Programme launched September 2023

 New afforestation types and new forest management schemes

 Increased level of environmental restrictions and assessments for 

afforestation, felling and road licences

 Commitment for timelines on licence application

 6 months for licences that are screened out for appropriate assessment  

 9 months for licences that are screened in for appropriate assessment 

 Ensure you read and understand any conditions that are included in your licence. It’s your responsibility as 
the forest owner to ensure that the conditions are adhered to.



Ash Dieback

Report of the Independent Review Group into the Department of 

Agriculture, Food and the Marine’s response to ash dieback disease 

published Oct 2023

 Implementation plan due ‘soon’

 Ash Dieback task force to oversee the 

implementation plan formed. No meeting date set



Forestry Promotions Projects 2023-2024

Public Field Events to promote and educate on commercial farm forestry
A series of nationwide in-forest events open to the public that showcase commercial farm 
forestry in Ireland. Focusing on the economic, environmental and social benefits of forestry 

Small-scale sawmilling course: adding value to our hardwoods
A national peer-to-peer learning project to advance the technical skills and knowledge of forest 
owners in sawmilling, grading, drying and storing Irish grown hardwood timber. 



Knowledge Transfer Groups 2023-2024

IFO – two KTG groups in Donegal and Westmeath/Offaly

Six additional KTG groups throughout the producer group network



Irish Forest Owners Group Certification Scheme

IFO is offering dual  FSC® and PEFC forest management certification

Forest Certification is a system that verifies forests are managed to the highest international social, economic 

and environmental standards, leading to a certificate issued by a recognised independent party

https://irishforestowners.com/certification/

groupmanager@irishforestowners.com

20 forest owners now in scheme

Open for forest owners to apply to join



Forest Owner Representation

National Working Groups

• National Deer Management Strategy Group

• National Group Certification Working Group 

• Stakeholder engagement for the Ash Dieback 
Review

• Ash Dieback Task Force

• Plant Health Stakeholder Engagement Group (bark 
beetle) 

• National Women in Agriculture Working Group

• Forest Strategy Consultative Committee (FSCC)

European engagement

• CEPF monthly update meetings

• CEPF stakeholder working groups

• EU Forest & Forestry Stakeholder Platform - observer

• EU Forest Strategy 2030 Roundtable discussion with FII 

• CEPF in-person working group meeting on EU Elections 
and ongoing EU policy proposals

In Person Events

• Teagasc Talking Timber 2023

• IFA Farm Forestry conference, 2023

• CEPF General Assembly, Finland, 2023



Media and communications
Press releases

Ash dieback 31st May 2023

CEPF membership 27th July

Bark Beetle Oct 2023

Farmers Journal News articles

New Forestry Programme 6 Sept 2023

Ash Dieback report 11 Oct 2023

Department’s Ash Dieback response a ‘national disgrace’ 
17 Jan 2024

Shortage of contractors hitting ash removals 31 Jan 2024

Ash Dieback task force 6 March 2024

Irish Farmers Journal Forestry Focus

 23rd March 2024



European Forest Owners

Extensive new EU legislations and EU legislative revisions are ongoing in 
relation to the EU Green Deal. 

Relating to forestry are:

EU regulation on deforestation-free products (EUDR) 

Renewable Energy Directive, third revision (RED III)

Regulation on Land Use Land Use Change and Forestry (LULUCF)

Nature Restoration Law (NRL) 

Carbon Removal Certification 

Forest Monitoring Law 

Soil Health Law

EU Biodiversity Strategy

EU Forest Strategy https://www.cepf-eu.org/page/manifesto



2024

Newsletter

Group Certification

IFO and producer group events

https://irishforestowners.com

info@irishforestowners.com
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